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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
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M:r. Bill Bolen

Chief, Response Section II

Emergency Response Branch

United States Environmental Protection Agency
77 West Jackson Steet

Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Dear Mr. Bolen:

I am writing to request that the Region 5 Offices of the United States Environmental Protection
Agency consider the assignment of an On-Scene Comdmator to the Swift Ag Chemucal site

located near Fairmont City, Illinois. -

The Swift Ag Chemical site was used for the production of fertilizer from 1931 until 1991.
Currently the property is owned by Vigoro Industries but it is not used for industrial purposes. -

Illinois EPA conducted a CERCLA Site Team Evaluation Prioritization inspection in 1996.
Based on the information collected during this inspection a documented the presence of
hazardous materials on the 10 acre Swift Ag Chemical property. Analytical data from soil,
sediment, and groundwater samples document a releass to the groundwater and surface water
pathway. Contaminants found in the soil on the Swift Ag Chemical property appear to be
attributable to the facility. Although the level of contamination is known within the surface
water pathway additional analytical information may be necessary to determine whether
contaminants require removal activities. The analytical results from the 1996 investigation are

attached.

‘Both solid and liquid raw material were used in the granulation process for fertilizer formation.
Raw materials used in fertilizer production include potash, anhydrous ammonia, sulfuric acid,
and phosphoric acid. Pesticides were also incorporated in the finished product although specific
brand information is currently not available for this report. Waste deposition from site
operations included waste water from the wet scrubber dumped into the former settling basin.
This waste water contained a slurry of fertilizer which was deposited into the settling basin until

- it was filled. Once the settling basin became full, a concrete reservoir, estimated 1o be 1,000
gallons, was used to store waste material. Once the reservoir was filled it was no longer used and
remained full at the time of the 1996 CERLCA investigation.
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- As always, the [llinois EPA will provide any assistance to U.S. EPA mgarding this maticr.
Thank you for the consideration and we ook forward to working with U'S. EPA in this and
future removal activities. ‘We hope 1o hear back from you soon.

Sinccrcly.

BuudsD

Bruce Everetts

Site Assessment Unit

Federal Site Remediation Section
Division of Remediation Management
Bureau of Land '

w/ anachment :

bee:  Brad Taylor, IL EPA Springfield, w/o attachments
Division File, w/o attachments
Kent Johnson, IL EPA, Champaign, w/o attachments
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SOIL AND GHOUNDWATER SAMPLES EXCEEK]NG IIEREO APPROACH CLEANUP OBJECTIVES
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